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: Lﬁﬁ[ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ 5.2, Bl Informal English E{{t, Formal English = B[JZ24: 4~ B 528 1;1: H{%ﬁyﬁgﬁ l > * 7 'ﬁi @ The sentence is perfectly natural in conversation English. *“Which surprises me’ is somewhat anomalous.
T, SR ECIREEETR] o S A A — Hh R, & R e o] — (B S S e vk v )D ;"\ -—j-"‘ E Despite its fixed position at the end of the clause, its status is more like that of a disjunct than anything else.

Disjuncts are not integrated within the clause, nor do they have a connective function as conjuncts. (A Grammar
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TVE” 1.'"_ i 'L;i {:I: hi:? fﬁ;ﬁﬂt’ﬁ; T‘ifjﬁfd{ Tﬁlflﬁfm-#hﬁ;;ﬁh‘ ﬁzf?ti?ﬁﬂg of Contempoary English, Longman, Post-graduate level, 1997, BrE, p.872, 765, 269.)
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ssay Title tor Open Group Now we may build a home back for the sentence to turn it into formal English.

How do you raise the standard of formal English (s) L-CEH] cause of action —>cause for legal action (1) His foot slipped, and this caused him to fall heavily.
(down to the floor of illiteracy) in Hong Kong? () Incorrect Use of COORDINATOR, *...and™ is a COORDINATOR. It is used with a comma (A compound sentence. ‘And’ is a coordinate conjunction, and ‘this’ is a pronoun. High School English
Essay Title for Students Group = (before it) to combine two short sentences into one. Composition, F.6 & 7 level, 1965, BrE, p.155)
What are the best ways for students to learn formal English in Hong Kong ? - () The correct expression should be “to follow.” (2)  The orthodontist charged twenty dollars a month until the work was complete, an arrangement which the
B R OH H: 1999 46 H 12 Fl, LIER#EoyfEM(FAX) HIASHE - e (V) We usually “take/start legal proceedings (against sb.). ‘Institute’ suggested by English Society. dentist profession considers unethical.
W A B O EEHEH PR REEEHI 70395 - EH(FAX)E 23876294 (W) Wronguse of verb. One cannot resist a legal proceeding. One can only defend it. (A complex sentence. An antecedent ‘an arrangement’ as an appositive, is added to state explicitly. Es-
, A+ mem-mail@mem.hkcampus.net (x)  Three "which’s in a sentence. (line 14,15) sentials of English, 1990, AmE, 12th Grade & Freshman level, p.75)
v E EI iy 1999 45 8 H#J. FAASRFIZ 15884, B B R e 5 (y) Seven “appropriate’s in a 340-word letter. (line 8,10,11 16.18,23) (3} Nancy just found out that she won the lottery, an event which explains her sudden resignation.
ﬁi:ﬂj S 3 A %U[ )Ftﬁ"-]r:ﬂh{f.l" i EAMEY]- - ﬁﬁﬁ&lﬁ{ﬁ;%{i{lﬁ-{Fﬁx} Ljf‘{ﬂ‘ﬁﬁ% (7) ‘I believe it ... he enrolled.” (line 11-135, tape-worm Ellgl:hh, An idea snarled into a mass of ( The Evcr}fda}, Writer, UI'Ii\-'EI‘HiT}I' fevel, 1994, AmE, p. 142)
: : j risscross phrases and clauses. Better English Made Eas., Henry Thomas, Ph.D., Warner a hotel ic i fab e
- rﬂ-gﬂ_ﬁﬁ (%47 80O 52 B84 4 (5520 450 2 58 NVEF Fo BT CIISSCTOSS phrases and clauses er kng e bas, nry (4)  The hotel is expensive. Which is a pity.
A 4 HK$30,000 T R HK$20,000 Books, 1987, p.250) (Two simple sentences. “Which’ is a pronoun only. Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar, Post-gradu-
A EL: A5 4 : A s e e i
s 154 HK$20,000 a5 155 HK$10.000 I B TR [ B ate level, 1994, BrE, p.342.)
:ﬁ . AN S N . 1. Wrong use of co-ordinate conjunction “and.” There is no co ordinate adverb clause preceding it. (5) "Which’ is in vulgar use, without any antecedent. (The New Fowler’s Modern English Usage, Revised 3
8 ¥ Bach person car HLM{; i“ﬂ: ﬁﬁﬁjﬁ”ﬂ > HK$3,000 P20 % 515485 5 HKS2,000 2. The clause ‘thatis™ has no function to perform. Cross out “ard” as well as *is” to tum the clause “that rd Edition, R.W.Burchfield, Oxford, 1998, p.844)
; L‘I"[ Eﬂsliﬂhﬁﬁ:'ﬂ; rt‘-'i_ﬂ(if: the "'gf'trm p"hhi;h all wining amlll:ﬂﬂ-“‘ii“"iﬂg entries. The decision of the English Society is final, vour client ... * into a noun clause in apposition to the noun ‘view.’ (6) If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite you. This is the principal
- N SIS =it Originggl peedes Of WOrk, FLEEZEENSm 15 not allowisd, i E el
§ 4. Participants should use Contemporary Standard English (Forinal English). Standard English is the language of business, industry, 3. There is no antecedent for the relauve pronoun “which.’ difference between a dog and a man.
: :::::T;;ﬁ:::ﬂinh:ﬂ:::;f:iﬁ,?::lj:::::ﬂ:zf:ﬂih:ﬂ;?ﬁ,f;f:i::;;rﬁ:?ﬁ::;:“" capitalization. by = = 4 _‘Resulted in your client’s failing..." Failing is the gerund, object of ‘in’ and not “client.’ (Two sentences. “This” is a pronoun. The Bedford Handbook for Writers, University level, AmE, 1994, p.264.)
, 3. ,-"];: ;:-:j:lp:::lr:ﬂ:ilf]-l‘:_j:;:t;hr:i?;:ﬁ:lfi:sl:;:?“Irﬁ::r}-j:ﬂ:h spoken English, deadwood English, Chinese English and immatore 5. Un-related present participle phrase, not in agreement with ‘he subject “it.” m j’!\ IR 4 Present Participle 4l Gerund » ATEIASE Al 29 Formal En glish fil Informal English.
B 6. Sponsors: The English Society, Maria College. e -{l_Ld-.t-g,T;t.t;f’;.-.l 4, 50A NOUN hanging in the air  (Not Acceptable in Formal English)
l'o the participants the following information will be helpful. This grossly illiterate letter of 340 words has niore than 34 ¢irors. Because it gains a Reading Ease AR R AR USSPl el

15 $§%% ﬂ %@—jﬁﬁ Score of only 35, well below the standard passing mark of 50, it is classified as difficult to read. This resulted in your client failing. (Wrong. line 14)

S S B R B T AR S A R R R AL D SRR 1 A Sl A S A » S | R et s TR YA - TEN =KL Gl lower forms . informal bﬂ“hMﬂ*“ﬁm“r form . For-

S o SRR MR e -t--‘%gfﬁﬂtf:ﬁ% ~ PR TSR MG ANEGE. WEAIRESS TiE 2 SN BE A TE . (1998.10.3) 1) » RO HM RS L (S SRR Y mal English (98.10.20[1) « SIFFHI S 2SI RO P 255 0 — Bl ko) 8Lz 5UA - 12
L '1[-[:;{ 1= j.l' i.‘.f'-i -

8 e ) "i-“; > § :-U%‘ri WS FERA R TR SR L I B AR J"”‘-‘ o dOINER ASBIBGASIENE S P R R A - SOATE T e AP S EHE(1998.11.2H) Thi Ited i ient’s failing. (C
e ARG B - ({68298.12.19 ) s resulted in your client s fatling. (Correct)
- fov ] "-:-:':“" v " "' '| Fi ™ e o B R " - Al il i -‘:‘ : A = ¥ i = =" . P ags T T - .. . - : % B
i SRl EA u; 1* Py TR ABC, —LEABHRSER104E < Tkt IMEGEAL S E%Hﬂﬁr;’lﬁﬁ * Ihe gerund “failing” (line 14) should be the object of the preposition “in"; and this leaves the noun “client” jobless.
ULV M-, SR S SR T 20 4F, R ’m_ YeahalE o BIAR TP~ SEREEE FEAESE In formal English any word without a job (function) causes a grammatical error. Here, ‘client’ should be turned
B RIRCE “Leave me H|1.1|I'IL RS e DJERER Y o s HisERE fvhar BUEE . DUERIME ) - %ﬁ-—# s BEUEIAr (lined -7) into a possessive adjective “client’s” 1o qualify the gerund *failing’.
JZ (it ] - T J' [ 5 ‘“' Pt g de e, e s ﬁ_i.xj_t._f,'t.t&i}.,jilii_i : Stas AN PN *‘ “ae "’i“i m: [ was surprised to receive a solicitors’ letter in relation to this matter because it is clear from our LTRSS Gerund Z#(H Possessive Adjective
% (g fbeht » PSR - T AN SR UGS, (IR MR S - AH, HEEIACE  Student Handbook that procedures already exist for students 1o raise complaints (about their tutors)  #There is a tendency to say “The accident resulted in the driver losing a leg”, where “losing” is a gerciple. The
FERPOEE '.".' it e NLIH - and also (if they are dissatisfied in relation to assessments. )(Mr. Koo cut out the underlined clause.) correct version would be “The accident resulted in the driver’s losing a leg”, where “losing™ is a proper
Ty ,;]Z{J WA - SRR S FBIAS T YES, NO » {HEIfFfhEa e — oo ) o . e . o : gerund. But a more sensible version would be *The accident caused the driver to lose a leg.” (The Queen’s
: v AR SaEEE » i fand” R fabout their tutors” (adjective phrase) Fil - 1 : o . ' . e
L - PGB+ A PR RORRABC - B (IS PVEHS » B and” R wboutheir wiors’ adjective phrase) B Englis, Bloomsbury Publising PI.,1995.p.72, Hary Blamires. Postgraduate level, BrE)
| SRR R e w0 "if they are ... to assessments” (adverb clause)f 3 *The possessive of nouns might be written without a qualm.
PRI e T Sy 'L.frl‘i'“ln TALE AR - e : : son e : i e : ard R ; ' . T I i R e s : -
; FTI% 11445 Business English 1 Phrase 8l Clause )% /1] ‘and’ jili}# A clause cannot be Hurried reading results in the learner’s forgetting half of what he reads, or in his forming vague conception.
-7F Eﬂﬁmﬂ% ﬁ% F::ﬁ%_t connected to a phrase with ‘and” in standard English; otherwise the faultis called ‘unbalanced’. (Merriam (The King > quhsh. ':_:"UP- 1906. reprinted 1996, p.1 19-_ H.W.Fowler and F.G.Fowler, Post-graduate level)
- Webster. 1995, 1,227 *Only the possessive form of a pronoun should ever be used with a gerund.
~:f.'k:1'ir'j!ffj=,.iifl':*’} gt i) ""“H: (TN DL B R0 F - bR A dhar « Al —-Eifpiii cbster, 1593, p.222) The boss objected to my arriving late every morning. (The Business Writer's Handbook, St.Martin’s Press,
R NI LR R W PG - I TR - I SE TR ¢ 54 4iBusiness English i Literary English 2281/ MAII A ~#HEAHERLII 1987, Brusaw, Alfred, Oli, Post-graduatc level, p.518, AmE)
CARS AR Lk QLS Ao : . i “The P . Enelish Gr Book® - Literary English + SHEIZE phrase il #The possessive form of a pronoun is needed for the gerund.
e % BEfz3Es [l _ _‘_L enguin English Grammar Book” ;2 Literary Enghsh » rinik3 phrasc 54 The undergraduates object to the College's imposing a higher rent. (Grammar & Style, Gerald Duckworth,
fi‘i’:ﬁg"%ﬁ Eﬁ%ﬁi?j{ﬁﬁ%ZEEﬁﬁ clause 1iJH] and 1 - (1998.10.21 [1) 1993, p.32, Michael Dummett, Wykeham Professor of Logic, University of Oxford. Post-graduate level)
A man on the tractor shouted at them (that they were walking on private property) and (to keep off). *(Genitive case in formal style:
T'he current problems now England faces: (Literary English) I"'m surprised at his/John’s making that mistake. (A University Grammar of English, Longman, 1997,

Randolph Quirk, Sidney Greenbaum, p.321. BrE)

S ASHIAT I L Do e B e H B This literary style is called *vernacular English’, a spoken *Pronoun before a gerund should be in the possessive case,
| remember his saying. (The Evervday Writer, Andrea Lunsford, Robert Connors, St.Martin’s Press, N. Y.,

1998, p.136, University level, AmE)
*Use the possessive case to modify a gerund.

g Michael Dummertt, Wykeham Professor of Logic Emeritus, Oxford Univ ersity, points out:

& (1 Errors T have met with in television news broadeasts: others again in communications from the
form of nonstandard English, permissible in informal English of fiction writing. (Business Writer's

Handbook, 1987, p.220)

General Board of Oxford University.,
§ (2) Newspaper editors and journalists bear a heavy responsibility for the prevalence of faulty spelling :

and grammar. BRI il ellipsis o {750 [l The Penguin English Grammar 2 41) A5 454 We had to pay a fifty-dollar fine for Brenda's driving without a permit. (The Bedford handbook for Writers,
g (3) We cannot do without grammar: we can only exchange existing grammatical rules for new ones. — ejlinsis = (98.10.12 1) C | St.Martin’s Press, 1994, Dianna Hacker. p. 273. AmE)
i : g = * Passacsive function | V.
& But before we promote new rules, we shall do well to make sure we know what the existing ones  (a) A man on the tractor shouted at them  that they were walking on private property. Possessive function in gerund phrases.

He slipped away without anybody’s noticing him. (Essentials of English, 12th Grade & Freshman level,

are. i 1st Main Clausc: (Noun clause, object o *shouted”) el - ) : iy
L T T o ? : 1 2nd Main Clawse, omitiedy {Noun phrase, obje: t % “shouted”) % *
I VULESTAT), ERUTEOn I Aot LA pubhicaticns, The leader writerswee among the i R hmmﬂ T T e 51]'[ U.h.ﬁ}l‘tf Cﬂ"’na Lﬂngnun Cnambers }T‘]r‘EEEY For- B
offenders for many of the specimens of bad writine 6 o Tirnas and T : F o e b e .
or many of the specimens of bad writing from The Times and The Independent, The TS FRESRSEL » clause Eil phrase 0] F[] and 140 » B - mal English. ;5L i~ iy taﬂmg the course,” jffi5: « #4057 » BBCIE— 2T + 199242 FHily
Danly Telegraph and The Guardian. the so calle ali 1508 his is literarv Enelis .. . e e
) i : ¢ 50 called quality presses. . This is literary English. AEHETE Tt places a unigue emphasis on the current spoken English™ 2155 18 0154 « 19 LUF failing the course.
{2) Read he-shocked to di he sh 2 Noun clause and noun ph k f th famil ¢ | P F ; _ N ' &
& (2) Readers may be shocked to discover the sheer quantity of errors in current journalis ; (R AL TR PING 3 A TG IILEEs OF LI oo, iiniy. - ! W S
E - ~-[ d . e T 3 *A man on the tractor shouted at them” is a main clause c:Ifb th th lans d th IuERi i - L/ Standard English (IS » Wb S8 AGH « B ARty h (119 -Fs .T,‘é‘-" ‘failing to
(3} An education system may not be expected o liftstandards of literacy when professional writers o ) ‘ : . o et e o HOUN cRe ang. dhe : e . e FET P O R Dl gl
“ﬂ‘lln Ijhrﬂse ire ?illhllrdll'li.ut? t“ lt. Lﬂt“plﬂ-lﬂ 1'“..- L'.-"I."!"-E ,':'.‘-k 1'1':'"']11.&'E the t‘:f‘ll nfthL‘ I.:{_'rul"ﬂ.‘ _]1;. '| o f'['lI'['Ild] E.'['l'l"‘]l'-*'l ] | '_r.__. I L L"l],n:‘-’ I::hf.‘n'l—

‘|
Both are objects of ‘shouted’, so they have the same function. istry/geography 77 immature English » AR ESORR TP 8GN Lyl snE "'f.i-f A 3L -

ﬁ?%ﬁ@]‘[ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ - %ﬁﬂiﬁaﬁﬂﬁi £ 1] ﬁ'f&.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ AU EHRS OB R 2 A FISE G ellipsis « *And fEEFSAEIT adjective phrase 1% immature English SR @ e D « RES - (1998.10.19 £1)
Bil adverb clause #{13f - s i RSP i e
WA E R (regis trar ) AR v BRI N FE R o i R e v n'\m (adjective ph lif laints") BRR T+ il AT TR IS T IR
s A H IR : Ty ] v : adjective phrase qualifying *‘complaints ' At I » Enolie : calich i , -
¥ ’ 'r'f.'aﬁ."-“a”# TR 505 'l[ﬁu 5 T P I 0 APt 4 - (b) Because procedures already exist for students to raise complaints about their twtors He is expert at urning (a) idiomatic English into Chinese English. (b) good English into bad English.

and editors are so careless of good usage. 4

T RE AR EEIX Y, Z 1S L ELEE A ST 42 B0 1 5 and also if they are dissatisfied in relation to assessments. ( Adverb clause, modifying “raise’ in the phrase) (a) { He 15 too truthful to be a successful courtier. (High School English Composition, p.171)
Dear Sir Al He is so excessively truthful that he cannot be a successtul courtier.
N : RS
[ refer to your letter of 11 Fl:hl'uﬂi'}’ 1998 from which I understand that you act for . This 1s business Engligh‘ A I.‘Jh['“-_l.‘i.:_‘ cannot be linked to a clanse with ‘and’. { Dr, Chow hLlE'ﬂ'}'}’ says that it is too good to be a model.
Mr. X. It appears from your letter that Mr. X has asked you to make a complaint against a 2. The adjective phrase and the adverb clause are different categories. — ._[}1r. Chow h?T?]bI}- 5_11}'5 _lh.u_t iis :-I:c: ij}-:.ceaslyel}ﬁmd Ehult it t:ﬂll:li;;'-l II::: 7] m"}d‘f,lll ‘ _
tutor by the name of Ms. Y.(; ) . o 1 o . _ 1; sl atnt&nm_’.: 4] I € Lwi pairs 1s more i .mnm:}lu:.i e set \’r:.'t:‘g.-'!'-i- ol the language " 100 conveys contrasiing
¥ , S. X ']_ et 3. They function separately: one qualifies the noun ‘complaints” and the other modifies the verb ‘raise.’ nottons, or nagative torce. It has the sense of “more than enough’. ) (A Grammar of Contemporary English. p.
[ was surprised to receive a solicitors” letter (b) in relation to this matter because it 4. '‘Because procedures already ...... complaints’ is not a main clause. 280 & 774)
is ciear from our Student Handbook that procedures already exist for students to raise 5 5. The clause and the phrase have no point in common, so there is no ellipsis. AT EULU 2 diomatic English L (i word-for-word Chinese English :
n.unruzu nts about {“-Ihﬁir tutors mlui (1) also if Ih::l}f au:ﬂ dm:mulshmi in relation to &. “AGd" Bas o Fonttion hais s hiare 1 o simila slermerits for it i fink. Dr. Chow very modestly cays itis still nc:-l goodenough 16t amodil
assessments. Your client’s complaint appears to arise from a dissatisfaction (d) with an AT BN 2 T TR MRS R - BAIEEE a SE AL o (Clause axally FER T S T+ 43 21 i S RS -ii," B H DL RS AT A .
assessment. | have therefore enclosed the appropriate extract from the Student Handbook sis is the key to understanding a sentence.) r_{r AMESR: h,ﬂ['}- g F5NN very I FRE RN ZF "modestly’) (9810301 1)
from which vou will see that your client could have brought up his ai is ' GETE go daiEion R = : :
ARy 5 g P, s eomplaint through this BHEE  NEBBR TR TEM S B SRy MR e R (b) 3G Ay “and’ FRANEBEA] - O30E B M LB A)F-TREY Thas” 71} “experienced’ BU » Bl FIG
channel at the appropriate time rather than (e) by way of involving you as his solicitors. 10 ET1 —re ' - ' Uil R SR - (98.10.26 )
; 4 H L i - * B o = i -l ey T |3 .
(j Tbelieve it appropriate that I record my preliminary view and (2) that is your o ‘fr Gt I:1 ity i)
client should indeed have raised his dissatisfaction both with his tutor and with the ) urprised to receive a solicitors” letter {d}m_rril.im (b) this matter pfcduhe (it is L%Edr e certainly understand the frustration Mr. X has when he felt he had received unfair grades.
S e trom our Student Handbook that) (¢) procedures already exist (d) for students to raise (e) complaints
assessmeni (1) through the normal channels and then he should have proceeded to sit the about (f) their tutors and also (g) if they are dissatisfied in_relation to (h) assessments. (43 words. 8 "Has’ is the jewel of the crown in this construction. lts present tense form vivifies the current fact or situation Mr.
relevant examination papers (g), which (3) he did not do and which (h) naturally resulted places need corrections or improvements)(line 4-7) ZIJ:{ !;J]f.a.:*l; ; Hlliesude%:. simple n'u.:-#ls that are shm;tk.fr'umiiim'. clear. and difcf produce the most powerful result. (Better
in your client failing (4) the two courses for which he enrolled (i). Had your client utilized |5 i Should be *a solicitors letter” — a legal letter. S S ade Easy. Henry “T“‘“' Ph.D. "*:“"” B””]‘*’* 1983, p.249 "!'*F“EJ . o
: o % b T T, I'be sentence already has three-syllable words: certainly, understand, and frustration, If a four-syllable word
the appropriate channels at the appropriate time when he was aware of the course work = The whole cl: 5 e okt dED J:i'r:‘.qr ey R ‘experienced’ replaces the mono-syllable *has’, the whole sentence is stuffed with polysyllabic words and will
assessment then (k) there would have been an opportunity for the problem to have beern ; mini:;};; E;Inzl‘i':;&le:: 'Fi[:u: 3: f;j{j; JI{:: \:e N T—— — look turgid, pretentious or heavy-going w the readers. (Correct English, Hodder & Stoughton, 1998, p.138 BrE)
: : . : sity English level “specify aid down’ or *provide instructions’ shou
considered {1} and then for yvour client to have s : is camination papers ol tnatand el bl op? ik e
: :!r | HET ¥ ave sat {I'ﬂ} Ih‘E ’I]SJIT.II'U[]I'] e examination Pl.lp‘ﬂr':r. bE tth[l ”-.“""I-t':ﬂd ”I exisl . L'Lf ﬁ-_l:-l ﬁf{lf'l I"'- s I[.-_-_[‘J I.-",n' f .—a _5# I i:h"] h H Jl .i‘| J' '*':i':' ﬁ'-l.'l”- I:H..- '-hli}l‘I hE "i"“P]E., ;II'I{.l h{. huma”
In closing (n), [ {0) wish you to note that I deny liability on behalf of The Z e. ‘Lodge’ should be used. There are still many more grave errors ¢ nmitted by Mr. &%, But limited space disallow them to come to
University in relation to the matters referred to in your letter and , in particular, in the (p) 20 < ‘Complaints against a person.” *Complaints” here is a noun. hight
last paragraph thereof (). Having consulted the University's solicitors, (5) it is not & ‘and also” — redundant, cross out. = - HE
e : R R : ; : h. Reason same as ‘b’, “with’ should be used instead. EEE%E%’@E%E E Iﬁwg:ﬁ'gﬁ ;F E?EIE ﬁﬂf‘i% Mm °
considered that your client has (r) any legal cause of action (s) against the University and Ezzﬁ% ES ,Eﬁ
(1) clearly what he should have done was (o have followed (u) the appropriate appeal This is a garbled sentence which is so tangled with structural and grammatical problems that it
e » i > . A . * g ' . b v -:. 1 N b . 3 ; ;r""'\.;:_s:!: 141
procedures as set out in the Student Handbook. Any legal proceedings brought (v) against cannot be repaired by simply replacing words or rewriting phrases. (The Business Writer's Handbook, ::f; "’:E:{E:"H}[:'ETV R R ;-II:I::PE:QD\ WITH
: . . i ekt " 5
#  ihe University will naturaliy be strenuously resisted (w). 25 St:Martin’s Press, 1987, p.268.) o _ , -y
£ - - " T LR K A th-i-ij"ff v Ty S — o ( TR AU EATT o (i 1. A grossly illiterate univers ¢ letter. (34 errors in 340 words) It BB wiBEE -
| LT R RS  NEAREIE  E ML DO e . e o o v WURIAR) BN - e 2. English Language 2. English Literature (Shakespeare)
¥ : s .__ru o o .F| .L'\-.E I],.. Ly 1 i ] | 2 e
. RABHMEE L DR &M Sd MO FE - SRR RS 3. Business English 3. Literary English
B (a) Too wordy. It appears from your letier that has no meaning. It contradicts with the factual %ﬁﬁ * il colon £ that is #ifi (line 11) {fij 2= A1 colon i ik « KEHUEEI4E el - 4. Written English 4. Spoken English
; reference that the solicitor is Mr. X's proxy. Omit the whole clause. U 4 I SR Sl R N 8 R L 1 L T e o e e e T {1 % mversily EnghiivE evel 3. Lower forms English Jevel
: o . " ; . S e St : 3 . s 6. Idiomatic English 6. Chinese English
3 (b) L was surprised to receive a solicitors” letter...” Used as an attributive, the word “solicitors’ W - s i 4 Ly FETAE . furd FEER 1 M : . %
: T .| | solicitors VI AR5 » iR G T ST RS - AR AR BT ¢ (98.10.23 FD) 7. Grammatical, formal English 7. Ungrammatical, informal English
sh ¢ spelt “solicitor. “Sodicitor letter refers o legal letter, but “solicitors’ letter” means Ao err Ak T Gy : :
R R BRE ST < Which' (ine 14) 2 #NFSi%antecedent » 1371L5 LR} textbooks 5. Maptup English R e
RLUMeCRNing, 9. Standard English 9. Nonstandard English
H r II E-'--I"I-flli . |- H -!':. ) il . s . i 2
B (C} Raise complaints about their tutors, wilE - HELR {: . L, LEAR: Practical English Grammar KEZAE - fAK — A E % % ét E{J R ﬁ
o TIEER TS el i = _ 2 ﬁwﬂtt MRS R A R L S A T FR(1998.10.22 H) - BRANEIE - es
: Complaint about something, complaint against somebody. g5 , A A AT > 53 AR A s I. Questionable Objective ( 2201 =T ). For more than a generation Hong Kong has been deprived of the privilege to
: g . . ! L ; J = F - AL ![_ " 0 e el ] o - & ’_'.'I' o i
g () Dissatisfaction (without the indefinite article) ':;i{] ,.-II R - ; P "T’.Ir':rj’ S 7 .VT ”Lﬂé EIJ}‘ : m_’ ” DEEIE study standard English. the cause that reduces Hong Kong to illiteracy through a false notion that modern English
B (o) ‘Rather than” is used when you have said what is the case and you want to compare it with ' H 'H"”_UI' ] ’Rr” " SN Siathi Business Er_ng]mh RSB - means informal English and spoken English. In fact. what she learns is parrot English.
.' what is not the case. The writer compares what is not the case with what is the case in the letter, The use ﬂf- which | 1o refcj:r to whole statements is dangerous at best, though literature 2. Teacher problem ( Z0EEGIE ). Hitherto good English teacher is an endangered species all over the world. Now Hong Kong
g with both his tutors and the assessment abounds with such indefinite references. (Harper’s English Grammar, John Opdycke, Ph, has even a harder time than before to lock for one thaut can teach standard English. Muaybe. she can pray for luck or miracle.
(2) "sil ... examination, not sit ... examination papers.” D'_ Warnlc:r Hmk*‘:- 1987, p.239, F"*"]E} 3. Problem textbooks ( “AFRFHZL ). Grammar books for lower level confuse and mislead both teachers and students by mixing
(h) There is no antecedent for the relative pronoun “which’. ifil Practucal Ellgllﬁh Grammar — !;.E |(:I-WE1' form level ﬁ ||c o T :;l; JF H ) kinfor- formal English and informal English together. Grammar books for high level in England are overloaded with terminology that
mal English (non-standard Englnh] : ,kt,[’“'j; ] R AR - TN~ BRI baffles a learner o write correct English,

(1} The correct preposition for ‘enrol” is ‘on” or *in.’

] LI, G L « FHZ T AT i 4. No guality publications available. England is an example, let alone Hong Kong.

._.' () Viclation of writing sentences in unity. The sentence should  be broken up in two. LRI SR« SRS M5 ELE - TR T W 5. Fl.‘.u:: I.—'.ngli:; environment. Some travellers to China ﬂzid Shanghai ex ufhmﬂ fbuur:r English environment.

g (k) Wrong sentence structure. To use conditional clauses, the second clause should be separated “{E$ﬁbﬁﬁﬁg ﬁ_}" 6. A confused mind. The mind is already trapped by the carly study of bilingual-programmes at childhood stage.

: by a comma instead of ‘then.’ A HOMELESS SENTENCE (Not Acceptable in Formal English) 7. British English vs American English. Secondary schools take up British English, but in universities American English domi-
® (1) The correct expression should be ‘to be considered.” He admires Mrs. Brown, which surprises me. nates the scene,

BEESEANHAL M

b= A el s S FThie ia : : i " ; - LR . Don’t know how to understand written English through analysis of phrases and clause 0 a sentence. This is nearly
- fnj ,.-"!-{l_:'.':-". -"_r.' - r_|' " ""[n Eli}g!ng Jl"-.".:E; r_H!.r- roo .Is.l‘...; .;-{t - "'1.:{ j-:ﬂll_f_:] i { I}"'[E'I'i {.}:';.h}rd ]_,{)I]gl]‘ldn Th”‘l Is I'm'l H | L{‘JI]‘IPDUHL' :'-':"T':“LE. [hﬂl‘{l‘ 15 N Lﬂﬂl'dl'['tﬂ[& C““..Iu“"“{'}“' i . . .c' . = = . I ¥
o S _ T——— a lost technigue, vet it is the foundation of learning standard English,
< BT U - EHE A& TAEZ Y “This 1s not a complex sentence: o £ e ! ; s o _ _
GEE ettt X afiiZ B ) “Which ] . —— —— ‘ 2. Don't know how 1o do thunking in English. Often. a Chinese statement is first shaped in mind, and is then translated into
o AT Y . . R Ea — Y [ _ ; 1ICh SUrprises me is not an adveros clause which s : ith * ich’ TR T ; : : 3 ; ; e : ; :
§ (O} Should avoid beginning each sentence with “1” in a reply letter which bears legal consequences, ( P * chis not introduced with “which’. English. To keep everything Chinese at a distance 1s a prerequisite for writing idiomatic English-the sel ways of a language,

(2) “Which surprises me” is not an adjective clause because there is no antecedent for it to qualify.

(m)  The correct expression should be *to sit.” * This is not a simple sentence: there are two verbs, “admires” and “surprises’.

§ (p) There are t any ‘in’s i ine. ¥
R o e L L L . . | N o _ " Should readers have any opinion, please feel free to contact the
0 “Thereof” - Jargon cross out. ( line 21 ) (3) *Which surprises me’ is not a noun clause because it is not subject of a verb, object of a transitiv

'_ (r) The correct expression should be “shall have.’ verb, object of a preposition, complement of a verb, or in apposition to another noun. English Societ Df Mal‘lﬂ College at the ﬂbﬂ'\fE Edﬂl‘ESS
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